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QUAKER VISIT TO CHINA 


The six British Quakers who visited China in October have now returned, One of them, Mr. 
Gerald Bailey, is in this country and had lunch with members of the China Committee of the 
Far Eastern Joint Office on November 25, The others have returned to England, where Mrs, Rees 
and Mr, Taylor made a report to the East Asia Group of the Conference of Missionary Societies 
on November 


They were in China as guests of the China Peace Committee, but because of their s 
interest in the church this Committee provided them with many opportunities for discussion and 
worship with Christian groups, Even at Hankow, where they had to pass through without a stop- 
over, four Christian leaders were invited to the airport to have lunch with them, The places 
visited were Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, Nanking, Chungking, Chengtu and Canton, 


According to a statement by Mrs, Rees and Mr, Taylor, churches are functioning normally 
in the places they visited, with congregations of from 50 to 100, or up to 500 in Shanghai and 
one or two other places, Congregations include a good proportion of young people, 200 chur- 
ches are open in Shanghai, 61 in Hankow, 52 in Canton and 27 in Chungking. Some loss in 
church membership occurred when the new government came into power, but for the most part 
it was the ‘‘rice Christians’’ who left, and these losses have now been made up, (For a less opti- 
mistic view see our August number, in which a net loss of about 40% in Episcopal membership 
was reported.) ‘*Wherever we went we were told that numbers are now increasing modestly but 
steadily,*’ 


**Next to worship, the chief activity of the Church is Bible Study, Every church seemed to « 
have its weekday evening class or classes for this purpose and it is therefore not surprising to 
learn that the demand for Bibles continues, The China Bible House which has headquarters in 
Shanghai and branches in several cities has just published a new edition of the Scriptures, It was 
expected that the 3,000 copies printed might be adequate for the autumn season, but since 75 
were sold in Shanghai alone the day before we visited the Bible House, demand may outrun 
supply. There is no government limitation on the number which may be printed, 


‘**Youth conferences are organized by the YMCA and the YWCA on behalf of the church as 
a whole. 600 young people attended one such conference held in Shanghai this year, Oppor- 
tunity is given for both fundamentalist and liberal Christians to expound their views at these 
conferences which are truly interdenominational in character, Co-operation between denomi- 
nations is an important feature of Christian life in China today, especially in the theological 
seminaries at Peking, Nanking, Chungking and Canton, two of which we visited, These semi- 


naries aim at giving a basic theological training to meet the needs of the ministry in all branctres 


of the Christian Church, 


**At the time of the revolution there were grave forebodings about the Church's future, es- 
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pecially when it was seen to involve the loss of foreign aid in finance and personnel, Chris- 
tians now feel that this loss was a blessing in disguise; in the first place it has increased the 

sense of responsibility among the Chinese church members who now contribute generously to 
church expenses; and secondly, the fact that the Church is now clearly Chinese in manage- 

ment has removed the stigma attached to a ‘foreign cult’. 


**The Chinese Church feels itself a part of the great movement for national betterment 
which pervades the whole nation and is responsible for so many striking changes in the condi- 
tion and bearing of the people. Christians could not stand aside from this movement and are 
glad to be able to play a partinit. This involvement in the life of the nation imposes on them 
as on all Chinese citizens certain limitations of thought and action, They are not able to or- 
ganize opposition to the government, and it must be stressed that where persecution has oc- 
curred, it is claimed by the authorities that political heresy rather than religious faith was the 
cause of it, Furthermore, like other citizens, Chinese Christians do not have access to the po- 
litical thinking of the West and inevitably their views of world affairs are colored by those of 
the Chinese government, When the time is ripe for resumption of fellowship between Western 
and Chinese Christians it is most important that we should bear in mind the recent historical 
background of Christian activity in China and the special point of view to which that back- 
ground has given rise, The fact that Chinese Christians look forward to the day - however 
distant it may now seem to be - when fellowship can be renewed, gives an assurance that the 
differences which seem to sepatate us can be overcome, *’ 


THE ANTI-CATHOLIC CAM PAIGN 


We have previously reported the. arrest of Shanghai Catholic Bishop Kung Pin-mei, more 
than twenty of his priests, and several hundred laymeny,or according to a later report more than 
one thousand, It is now apparent that that was only the beginning of a widespread attack upon 
all those in the Catholic church who refused to go aldfig with the ‘‘progressive’’ element. On 
September 10 Hangchow reported the arrest of Hu Jo-shan, Su Hsi-ta, Chen Chun-mo, Cheng 
Cheng-hsi and others, *‘hidden in the Catholic churches in Haimen, Wenchow, Ningpo, and 


Pingyang.** None of the individuals is identified further, but it is probable that they are mostly —., 


priests and nuns. Cheng Cheng-hsi is said to have organized **The Anti-Communist Patriotic 
Association of People of All Circles in Pingyang.** ‘*They sabotaged the patriotic movement 
staged by Catholics, and took a stand opposed to the people in general,’’ 


On the same day in Pengpu Chang Chin-i, Wen Ta, Kung Ching-chiu and others were ar- 
rested, This group ‘*‘had kept up a voluminous correspondence with the Shanghai Kung Pin-mei 
counter-revolutionary clique, and with Christians abroad... It was under the indirect command 
of the imperialists, and the direct command of the Kung Pin-mei clique in Shanghai... They 
resorted to contemptible methods to wreck the efforts of freedom-loving people to make a study 
of New China religious policy, and made slanderous remarks and spread rumors about the People’s 
Government before visitors from abroad, 


A few days later Foochow reported the arrest of Tso Kwang-ling, Tsai Jo-wang, Yeh Kung- 
feng, Huang Hsi-min and others, ‘*The anti-imperialistic activities of patriotic Catholics were 
hampered and attacked by these counter-revolutionaries, For instance, Yeh Kung-feng once 
threatened some Catholics, saying, To organize the Patriotic Association is to break the law of 
the Church, In 1951, when many patriotic Catholics signed their names supporting the expul- 
sion of imperialist spy Riberi from China, Yeh threatened them saying, He who signs his name 
is breaking the law of the church and is thus committing a crime. He also forced some Catho- 
lics who had already signed to tear up their signatures, and compelled others to destroy anti- 
imperialist, patriotic slogans.’’ 


Similar charges are brought against Chia Chu-yuan and Chang Hun-tsai, arrested in Wuhu, 
and against others arrested in Hofei, Bishop Joseph Hu was arrested in Taichow, Chekiang on 
October 9. 


These arrests have been accompanied by the familiar denunciation meetings. In and around 
Shanghai more than 30,000 Catholics attended such meetings during the days from September 
I2 to 15, when “‘progressive’’ Catholics such as Hu Wen-yao and Yang Shih-ta made impassi 
speeches, Yang Shih-ta is Vice-president of Shanghai Second Medical College; his article on 
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is- : how easy it is to be a Christian in China nowadays was in China Reconstructs for September, 
© 


1e as reported in this Bulletin for October Io, * 
to 
e- In the denunciation meetings in Nanking, the Communist broadcast claimed that **Catho- 
lic nuns and the acting Bishop of Nanking (probably the excommunicated Vicar General Li Wei- 
kuang. Ed.) took part in these accusation meetings, denouncing the counter-revolutionary 
nt Catholics,’* A search of Catholic homes in Nanking uncovered ‘‘powerful field glasses’’ and 
\di- also *‘signed statements promising that their children would not be —— to join Communist 
are organizations,’’ 
) them 
or- The purpose of these arrests seems to be to force the complete severance of the Catholic 
e- Church in China from Rome, With all the leaders of the opposition in prison, and all the 
sthe church property in the hands of the ‘*progressives’’, it would seem quite probable that the drive 
e po- for an independent ‘*Sino-Catholic Church’’ will achieve a certain amount of success, 
of 
stern SUPPRESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
al 
= Four leaders of the Christian Youth Fellowship, with headquarters in Paoting, were arrested 
as counter-revolutionaries in August, They are Lu Wen-kuang, Chin Chi-heng, Chou Chi- 
the hsiang and Cheng Cheng-ting. According to the Hsinhua News Agency, these men ‘‘used the 
‘Christian Youth Fellowship’ as cover, and in this religious garb they proceeded with contact 
work, rumor mongering and other counter-revolutionary and sabotage activities after they had 
infiltrated into the cultural, educational and health departments of the Hopei Provincial Gov- 
ernment, When the state started recruiting military reserves, they spread rumors, saying that 
ore this had nothing to do with Christian youth, thereby blunting the patriotic concepts of young 
e than people, They even smeared Christians supporting the patriotic movement as rebels, Cheng 
upon Cheng-ting and other counter-revolutionaries also drove a wedge in the relationship between 
On the Christian students and the government, They spread word that working for the people, the 
eng less the better; working for the government, as much as one could; but working for God, more 
nd time should be taken, They prevented the faithful from participating in political activities, 
nostly —- prohibited them from seeing progressive movies, and told those who took part in progressive 
tic e) € dramatics threateningly: God does not call upon you to perform; if you do it is sin.*’ 
ent 
CHURCH NEWS 
} ar- Y, T. Wu was a member of the second session of the National People’s Congress which met | 
i- mei last summer, representing Protestant Christians, On July 27 he delivered an address before the ) 
mand Congress. Most of the speech is concerned with general matters and with the five year plan, : 
hey but in two paragraphs he commends the churches for their participation in the Three-Self Patri- : 
study otic Movement, and warns them that they must still be on the alert against the wiles of imperi- ; 
People's alism, 
In the November 7 Bulletin we reported the arrest of two pastors in Shanghai, Since sien 
Kung- we have had definite news that one of them, the Baptist pastor Ch’i Ch’ing-ts’ai, is continuing 
} were with his work, and so it is likely that if the earlier report was true (it came from a reliable 
ce source), it meant nothing more than that he was calicd in for questioning and then released, In 
aw of that case, the arrest of the other Shanghai pastor, thai of Rev, T'ang Jen-hsi, may also have ; 
pul- been very temporary, ripe 
ame 
itho~ In the November 7 Bulletin we reported on the reorganized Board of Managers of the China 
ti- Bible House, One member of the Board whom we could not identify was Tiao Hsin-teh, We 
have now learned that he is a physician, at one time president of the China Medical Association, 
He is an earnest Christian, and used to give a weekly medical broadcast over the Christian 
fuhu, broadcasting station, 
on 


SCHOOL NEWS 


A pro-Communist newspaper in Hong Kong, the Wen Hui Pao, had an article extolling the 
4,000 overseas Chinese students who have returned to Kwangtung to study during this past year, 
fter especially praising the provisions which the Communist government has made for these 
students, the writer warns the overseas parents not to be disturbed if they should hear that their 
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